DISGRACE   ABOUNDING

ready to conclude a pact of non-aggression with Czechoslovakia,
On March 14*, 1938, in the House of Commons, Mr. Chamber-
lain stated that, among a number of other cockle-warming assur-
ances:

the German Government has assured the Czechoslovak
Minister in Berlin that Germany considers herself bound by
the German-Czechoslovak arbitration treaty of October 25th.

(When the Czechoslovak Government in September, confronted
by the Franco-British ultimatum, said, 'What about the German-
Czechoslovak arbitration treaty?*, its question fell on deaf ears,)

As a result of the unpleasant surprise at Godesberg, not com-
pletely sweetened by the assurances, the British and French
Ministers in Prague were instructed to inform the Czechoslovak
Government that their countries could no longer tak^ the responsi-
bility for advising Czechoslovakia not to mobilize, and on Friday
night, September ^th9 1938, the mobilization order of President
Benesh was broadcast to the nation, in Czech, German, Hun-
garian, Slovak, Ruthenian, Polish and Finnish,

Citizens [it said] the decisive moment has arrived. Keep
calm, be brave and faithfuL Your struggle is for justice and
your Fatherland. Long live free Czechoslovakia.

This was the most inspiring moment in post-war history, even
more inspiring than England's call, so soon denied, to the world
to rally against the aggressor in Abyssinia* The Czechs were born
again. At the last moment, they thought they were going to be
allowed to fight, that they would have good friends at their side*
They knew that half of them would perish, but thought that the
remnant of the nation would rise again, free men In a free world.

The world never heard the full story of that magnificent
mobilization, of a small nation doomed to the sacrifice and exult-
ing in its fate. Czechoslovakia was already isolated^ the telephones
and cables and posts and trains had already ceased to function,
and, for that matter, a good many newspapers in the outer world
were already censoring anything that could arouse too much
sympathy for the Czechs,
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